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MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
(Department of Indian Systems of Medicine and Homoeopathy) 
(Medicinal Plants Cell) 

RESOLUTION 

New Delhi, the 24th November, 2000 
Subject: Setting up of ^Medicinal Plants Board” 


F. No. Z. 18020/19/97-M.P. CELL.—1. Whereas various Ministries/Departments and Organizations of the 
Govt, of India are dealing with various issues relating to medicinal plants, and a need has been felt to strengthen co¬ 
ordination and linkages relating to the activities taken up by individual stake holders; and wheres concern has 
been expressed about erosion and degradation of our resources, unsustained availability of quality raw drugs, high and 
fluctuating prices, improper marketing, lack of organized cultivation and the small share in the export market. 


2. And whereas, after careful consideration, the Govt, of India is of the opinion that a national level 
body should be constituted to look after policy formulation, co-ordination with 
Ministries/Departments, ensuring sustained availability of medicinal plants and to co-ordinate all 
matters relating to their development and sustainable use. 

3. Therefore, the Govt, of India have now decided to establish an independent body to be called the 
“Medicinal Plants Board” under the Chairpersonship of Minister of Health & Family Welfare and 
Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare as Vice-Chairperson and having the following other 
members: 


(i) Secretary, Department of Indian Systems of Medicine & Homoeopathy; Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment & Forests; Secretary, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research; Secretary, 
Department of Bio-Technology; Secretary, Department of Science & Technology; Secretary, Deptt. 
of Commerce; Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion; Secretary, Department of 
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Ejq)enditure; Secretary, Deptt. of Agriculture and Cooperation , Secretary, Deptt. of Agricultural 
Research and Education and Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs as ex-officio members. 

(ii) Four nominated members having expertise in the field of medico-ethnobotany, pharmaceutical 
industry of ISM, marketing and trade, legal matters and patents. 

(iii) Four nominated members representing exporters of ISM & H drugs, NGOs responsible for 
creating awareness and increasing availability of medicinal plants, growers of medicinal plants, 
research and development industry groups in the area of medicinal plants. 

(iv) Two nominated members representing federations/co-operatives dealing with medicinal plants. 

(v) One member fi-om Research Councils of Department of Indian Systems of Medicines and 
Homoeopathy, one member fi:om Pharmacopoeial Laboratory of Indian Medicines/Homoeopathic 
Pharmacopoeia Laboratory, Ghaziabad and two members representing State Governments ( by 
rotation every two years). 

(vi) Chief Executive Officer and Member-Secretary in the rank of Joint Secretary to the Govt, of 
India. 

4 The Board shall be assisted by a Standing Finance Committee set up under the Chairpersonship 
of Secretary, Department of Indian Systems of Medicine and Homoeopathy. 

5. The Medicinal Plants Board will have the authority to involve and assign the required matters to 
Departments/Organizations/State Governments engaged in cultivation of medicinal plants, research, 
demand and supply, patents/IPR, export/import etc. for its functioning. The Board shall start 
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functioning with the following conunittees drawn out of administrative/technical expertise provided 
by the concerned departments for respective committees immediately after notification of 
Resolution as indicated below; 


(i) rommittee on Cultivation of Medicinal Plants includin2 Conservation of rare and 
endangered species. 


Commissioner (Horticulture), D/o Agriculture & Cooperation, 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Representative of Department of Indian Systems of Medicine & 
Homoeopathy 

Representative of Ministry of Environment & Forests 
Representative of Deptt. of Rural Development 
Representative of DBT 
Representative of IC AR 

Representative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs / TRIFED 
Representative of CSIR 

(ii) Committee on Research 

Adviser, Deptt , of Bio-Technology 
Representative of Deptt. of Science & Technology 
Representative of Deptt. of ISM & Homoeopathy 
Representative of ICAR 

Representative of Ministry of Environment & Forests 
Representative of ICMR 
Representative of CSIR 


Convenor 


Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 


Convenor 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 


(iii) Committee on Demand and Supply 

- Adviser (Ay), Deptt. of Indian Systems of Medicines and Homoeopathy Convenor 


Representative of Ministry of Commerce Member 

Representative of Deptt. of Chemicals & Petro-chemicals Member 

Representative of Ministry of Environment & Forests Member 

Representative of Deptt. of Small Scale Industries Member 

Representative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs / TRIFED Member 

Representative of Ayurvedic Drugs Manufacturers Association, 

Mumbai and 4 industries selected on regional basis by the 

Chairman Members 




10 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 


[Part I —Sec. 1] 


(iv) Committee on Patents/IPR 

Director, Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion or nominee Convenor 

- Representative of Deptt. of Science & Technology Member 

Representative of Deptt. of ISM & Homoeopathy Member 

Representative of Deptt. of Agriculture & Cooptation Member 

Representative of Ministry of Environment & Forests Member 

Representative of CSIR Member 

Representative of NIC Member 

(v) Committee on Export/Import 

Ministry of Commtce (nominee) Convenor 

- Representative of Nfinistry of Environment & Forests Member 

- Representative of Deptt. of ISM & Homoeopathy Member 

- Rq)resentative of CHEMEXCIL, Mumbai Member 

- Representative of EXIM Bank Member 

- Representative of export agencies of Central/State Govt. Member 

- 4 Representatives of Industry on regional basis as decided by 

the Chairman Members 

6. The identified Departments shall also provide required administrative/technical staff support for 
functioning of the respective committees. The Board shall have powers to include any other 
concerned Department/Organization for functioning of these committees, as felt 
{q>propriate, in addition to those indicated above and authorize the Committee to engage consultants 
and contrachial secretarial staff. 

7. The Board will also have the authority to invite representatives from related organizations and 
from State Government as special invitees. 

The Board shall have the authority to regulate its own procedure for paforming the functions 
entrusted to it and can award work to Govt, and non-Govt. institutions to facilitate collection of data, 
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preparation of policy papers and promotive material. The Board shall have powers to appoint 
Consultants by a Resolution of the Board on the terms and conditions approved by the 6 
Ministries/Departments namely. Department of Indian Systems of Medicine and Homoeopathy; 
Ministry of Environment & Forests; Department of Scientific & Industrial Research; Department of 
Expenditure; Department of Agriculture & Cooperation and Department of Agricultural Research & 
Education of the Govt, represented on the Board who will be competent to decide the qualifications, 
experience and remuneration of such Consultants and method of filling up the post. The Board 
may appoint such number of officers and staff as may be necessary subject to approval of Central 
Government and Government instructions on the subject. 

The Board is also empowered to make investment in renting of space and office equipment 
within the overall budget of the Board subject to a ceiling of such expenditure being limited to a 
maximum of 10% of the budget for each year. The responsibilities of the Board have been detailed in 
the Schedule annexed to the Resolution. 

8. The expenditure of the Board shall be borne by the Central Government, Department of Indian 
Systems of Medicine & Homoeopathy. 

9. The Headquarters of the Board will be at New Delhi. 

10. The Board shall be established and start functioning from the date of publication of this 

Resolution in the Official Gazette. ' 


L PRASAD. Jt Secy. 
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ANNEXURE 

(Annexure to Resolution No. Z. 18020/19/97-MP Cell, dated 24th November, 2000) 

SCHEDULE 

FUNCTIONS OF THE MEDICINAL PLANTS BOARD 

Co-ordination with Ministries/Departments/Organizations/State/UT Governments for 
development of medicinal plants in general and specifically in the following fields:- 

1. Assessment of demand/supply position relating to medicinal plants both within the coimtry and 
abroad. 

2. Advise concerned Ministries/Departments/Organizations/State/UT Governments on policy 
matters relating to schemes and programmes for development of medicinal plants. 

3. Provide guidance in the formulation of proposals, schemes and programmes etc. to be taken-up 
by agencies having access to land for cultivation and infrastructure for collection, storage and 
transportation of medicinal plants. 

4. Identification, inventorisation and quantification of medicinal plants. 

5. Promotion of ex-situ/in-situ cultivation and conservation of medicinal plants. 

6. Promotion of co-operative efforts among collectors and growers and assisting them to store, 
transport and market their produce effectively. 

7. Setting up of data-base system for inventorisation, dissemination of information and facilitating 
the prevention of Patents being obtained for medicinal use of plants which is in the public domain. 

8. Matters relating to import/export of raw material, as well as value added products either as 
medicine, food supplements or as herbal cosmetics including adoption of better techniques for 
marketing of product to increase their reputation for quality and reliability in the country and 
abroad. 

9. Undertaking and awarding Scientific, Technological research and cost-effectiveness studies. 

10. Development of protocols for cultivation and quality control. 

11. Encouraging the Protection of patent Rights and EPR. 
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